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 Introduction

Thus, it was ranked first in the Arab world and 

15th globally according to the Global Foreign 

Direct Investment Report issued by the United 

Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development "UNCTAD" for the year 2021, 

which confirms the confidence of global 

investors in the efficiency and quality of the 

business environment in the country. In order 

to reinforce these trends, the Abu Dhabi 

Agriculture and Food Safety Authority was 

established to be the authority responsible for 

achieving the goals of development, growth 

and sustainability in the fields of agriculture 

and  food industry, and to strengthen 

government partnership with the private 

sector and encourage it to pump more 

investments in this strategic sector.

The Emirate of Abu Dhabi is an excellent 

global center for establishing and flourishing 

businesses and it is among the fastest 

growing Arab and international capitals in the 

sustainable investment sector. Over the past 

few decades, Abu Dhabi has witnessed rapid 

economic developments that have changed its 

features in a remarkable way, thanks to the 

insightful vision of the wise leadership and the 

guiding principles developed by UAE’s 

founding father, the late, Sheikh Zayed bin 

Sultan Al Nahyan, may God bless his soul, 

which made human well-being and improving 

and upgrading the quality of life the top 

priorities. 

Due to this insightful vision, the Emirate of 

Abu Dhabi has succeeded in placing itself at 

the forefront of global competitiveness 

indicators in many sectors, especially in the 

agricultural and food sectors, and to 

contribute in strengthening UAE’s leading 

position as a regional destination for 

investment. Despite the significant decline in 

foreign direct investment at the global level, 

the UAE succeeded in attracting foreign direct 

investment in the year 2020, amounting to 

almost DHS 20 billion, with an increase of  

11.2 % from 2019.
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Here, we would like to point out that the 

authority succeeded during the years 2021 

and 2022 in building a partnership with many 

investment companies that resulted in 13 

investment projects in animal production, 

fisheries and fruits and vegetables farms with 

a total value of about  1.2 billion dirhams, that 

would support the growth and prosperity of 

the emirate.

In furtherance of this trend, Abu Dhabi 

Agriculture and Food Safety Authority has 

developed an agricultural investment manual 

in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi - which we put it at 

your disposal today - as a tool that enables you 

to identify a set of diverse investment options 

available in the emirate. In addition to a 

package of instructions  on how to utilize 

these investment opportunities to the benefit 

of everyone and achieve added economic 

value for both the country and investors alike, 

and as needed by the local market in light of 

the rapid growth witnessed by the Emirate of 

Abu Dhabi in all sectors.

We at Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety 

Authority are always striving towards 

achieving leadership and innovation in 

agricultural investments to ensure sustainable 

agricultural and food development in the 

Emirate of Abu Dhabi. We are keen to 

strengthen our relations with all stakeholders 

interested to contribute to the growth and 

sustainability of the agricultural sector in the 

Emirate of Abu Dhabi. Moreover, we do realize 

that the aspirations of our wise leadership are 

high; therefore, we aim to reach new levels of 

excellence, with our constant keenness to 

respect our culture and take pride in our 

principles that were laid down by the founders 

of this rising nation.
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H.E Saeed Al Bahri Salem Al Ameri
Director General, Abu Dhabi Agriculture
and Food Safety Authority

value for both the country and investors alike.

We at the Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety 

Authority are always striving towards achieving 

leadership and innovation in agricultural 

investments to ensure sustainable agricultural 

and food development in the Emirate of Abu 

Dhabi. We are keen to strengthen our relations 

with all stakeholders interested to contribute to 

the growth and sustainability of the agricultural 

sector in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. Moreover, We 

do realize that the aspirations of our wise 

leadership are high; therefore, we hope to reach 

new levels of excellence, with our constant 

keenness to respect our culture and take pride in 

our principles that were laid down by the 

founders of this rising nation.

General Director's
Message

Over the past few decades, the Emirate of Abu 

Dhabi has witnessed rapid economic 

developments that have changed its features to a 

large extent. These amazing changes happened 

thanks to the insightful vision of the wise 

leadership and the guiding principles developed by 

our founding father, the late, Sheikh Zayed bin 

Sultan Al Nahyan, may God bless his soul, which 

made human well-being and improving and 

upgrading the quality of life the top priorities.  
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In furtherance of these trends, Abu Dhabi 

Agriculture and Food Safety Authority was 

established to be a  governing entity and 

constitute a practical framework that 

stimulates the provision of all necessary 

conditions to achieve the objectives of 

development, growth and sustainability in the 

agricultural and food manufacturing, which 

would support the emirate’s growth and 

prosperity. In support of this trend, the 

Investment and Partnership Office at ADAFSA 

has developed an agricultural investment 

manual in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi - which 

we put at your disposal today - as a tool that 

enables you to identify a set of different 

investment options available in the emirate, in 

addition to a package of instructions on how 

to utilize these investment opportunities to 

the benefit  of everyone and achieve added 

economic 



This guide aims to:

Presenting the investment incentives.

Presenting Investment Opportunities in the Agriculture Sector 

Providing information about  regulating and promoting agricultural 
investment in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi.

Offering investment partnership with Abu Dhabi Agriculture and 
Food Safety Authority.

Introducing investors to Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety 
Authority’s domain.

Guiding investors towards investment procedures.

Introducing ADAFSA’s strategic partners.
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Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety Authority o�ers a package of incentives to all those 

looking for real investment opportunities in the agricultural sector and food manufacturing in 

the Emirate of Abu Dhabi where the authority seeks to create new partnerships with investors 

in order to enhance and sustain food supply chain in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi through diversi-

�cation of agricultural investments. Thus, the authority can consider providing an incentive 

package to investors in the agricultural sector if the project meets the investment criteria. 

These criteria include, but not limited to:

  The project’s contribution to food security  scheme.

 How can the project support SME’s 

 The use of local content materials in production (supplementary local industries) .

 Using advanced technologies.

 The project shall be among the ADAFSA’s investment priorities.

 The project area and the total investment size.

When these criteria are matched with the investment project, the Authority can work on 

providing the following incentives:

  Preferential leasing rates 

  Providing technical and administrative support and expediting and facilitating  

 obtaining other governmental services and approvals.

  Providing reliable and accurate data on the agricultural sector.

  Grace period for Mega Projects

  Expedition and facilitation for government services and licenses’ approvals
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Investment Incentives
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Agricultural Investment Opportunities
(Fruits & Vegetable, Animal Production & Fisheries
And food manufacturing in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi)

The authority has developed a specialized strategy to ensure the achievement of 

sustainability standards for agricultural and food investments in the Emirate of Abu 

Dhabi, through which it aims to reduce investment risks and find promising 

investment opportunities for the sustainability of the agricultural sector, in animal 

and fruits & vegetables productions and food manufacturing , and to attract foreign 

direct investments to introduce advanced technology in the targeted sectors, and to 

involve Academic and research institutions in studies to guide the investor towards 

optimal investment opportunities, which are determined by the needs of the local 

market through studies conducted by the authority in cooperation with its strategic 

partners. The authority focuses on attracting and localizing investment in four main 

sectors, including 54 investment fields, as follows:

Agricultural Production

Animal Production

Food Manufacturing

logistic Services



Management and replacement of palm 

varieties with higher marketing value.

Micro green production.

Cultivation and production of Azolla. 

Growing vegetables.

Establishment of vegetable nurseries and fruit 

trees.

Mechanization and agricultural services 

project.
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Agriculture
Production

Utilization of agricultural production waste

Cultivate Crops that consume less water.

Agriculture projects incorporating AgTech.

Environment-friendly technologies methods 

to combat pests and diseases.

Production and processing of seeds.

Algae cultivation.

Cultivation of date-palm and pollen 

production.
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Animal
Production
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Poultry Production:

    Broilers.

    Egg-producing  poultry.

    Parent Stock.

    Grandparent Stock.

Production of red meat "goats, sheep, 

cows, camels, wild animals".

Milk production "goats, sheep, cows, 

camels".

Fish farming in the sea and on land.

Shrimp farming.

Genetic improvement projects.

Livestock and Aquaculture Research stations. 

Honey bees production.

Establishment of central hatcheries.
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Food
Manufacturing

Processing plants for chilled meat (vacuum) 

and frozen meat (cows, sheep, poultry) 

through specialized slaughterhouses.

Transformational industries of meat and dairy 

products into long shelf-life products. The 

manufacturing  of slaughterhouses, meat and 

fodder factories, dairy factories and dairy 

products.v

Manufacture of organic fertilizers and biofuels 

from animal and agricultural waste, as well as 

from food establishments waste (used edible 

oils).

Palm Dates transformative industries 

(production of animal fodder - bread yeast - 

baby food - coffee - organic fertilizer - sugar 

and protein - medical alcohol, and kermon).

Green agricultural waste industry 

(transformation of non-marketable 

agricultural products).
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Canning, packaging, freezing and drying 

agricultural products.

Projects for drying fruits, vegetables, meat 

and fish.

Manufacture of jams and drinks of high 

nutritional quality from dates and other 

agricultural products.

Pickling and preserving foods through salt, 

sugar and vinegar.

Food waste recycling plant and 

manufacturing animal feed.

Food preservation projects using the air 

suction process (air discharge).

Bee-keeping derivatives (wax, honey, 

pollen, bee venom and royal food).
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Logistic Services

Animal Numbering Patches Factory.

Management of animal production facilities.

Vocational training and capacity building for 
“Animal Breeders and Farmers”.

Medical extract industries based on the use of 
aromatic herbs that grow in the environment 
of the UAE.

Tanneries.

Fodder industries and fodder additives.

Veterinary and animal production tools and 
equipment industries.

Agricultural tools and equipment industries.

Cold store facilities.

Laboratory for the production of DNA primers 
and probes.
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Establishment of livestock quarantine 
facilities.

Packaging materials industries.

post-harvest operations.

Personal protective equipment factory such 
as masks, gloves and protective clothing.

Fixed and mobile veterinary facilities 
“clinics, laboratories, hospitals, drug stores, 
pharmacies and consulting offices.”

Animal nutritions, salts and vitamins 
industry.

Veterinary pharmaceutical and vaccine 
industries.

IVF and embryo transfer centers.

Fixed and mobile red meat 
slaughterhouses.

Poultry slaughterhouses.

Facilities for processing animal hair and 
wool.
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Preliminary studies
of targeted projects



Investment Opportunity:
(1) Red meat production and fattening sheep and goats

Project Type:
Investment opportunity in the field of animal production

Introduction:

UAE pays a special attention to the livestock sector by focusing directly on everything related 
to it to overcome all obstacles and work on its development. It aims to support this vital 
important sector, which enables providing food security and enhance the economy.

A statistic report issued by the Federal Competitiveness and Statistics Authority for the year 
2017 estimated the total number of livestock in the country to be 4,567,000, including two 
million of sheep, two million of goats, 500 thousand of camels, and 67,000 of cows and buffalo 
flocks. While the latest statistics issued by the Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety Authority 
recently show that the Emirate of Abu Dhabi has acquired a greater share of livestock herds, 
where livestock is estimated at 5.3 million Of sheep, cows and camels distributed over the 
three regions of the emirate, 65% in Al Ain and 35% in both Al Dhafra and Abu Dhabi.

Project goals:

       Covering the growing domestic demand for red meat.
       Contributing to achieving food security by promoting the local product.
       Technology transfer and localization.
       Optimum utilization of resources and lands.
       Increasing and pushing exports.

The impact of establishing the project:

       Providing a high quality local meat product.
       Preserving the local breeds, improving the offspring and the productive traits.
       Covering part of the food gap.
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Investment Opportunity:
(2) Shrimp production in closed farms

Project Type:
Investment opportunity in the field of fish farming

Introduction:

The shrimp production project is one of the very profitable projects in the aquaculture industry, 
as it is estimated that the size of this industry will reach several million dollars per year.

The report on the sustainable farming policy of aquatic life in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, issued by 
the Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi for the year 2019, showed that the the market size of fish 
food in the country amounts to 136,450 thousand tons, where fishing in the country contributes 
to the total demand amount for 29% of the marine food and there is a growing demand for this 
product in the local market.

There is an increasing demand for this product in the local market, as most of the needs of 
shrimp are supplied from outside the country at high prices, which may reach 70 dirhams per 
kilogram  (depending on shrimp size), while the production cost per kilogram (aquaculture) is 
much lower if it is produced locally.

There are great export potentials, as not all countries produce shrimp in sufficient commercial 
quantities to meet their local demand.

Project goals:

       Meeting the growing domestic demand for shrimp.
       Contributing to achieving food security by promoting the local product.
       Technology transfer and localization.
       Optimum utilization of resources and  lands.
       Increasing and pushing exports.

The impact of establishing the project:

       Producing shrimp locally ensures the stability of the local supply chain and reduces the risk  
      of dependence on imported shrimp, which may be exposed to factors affecting their viability.
       There are no shrimp farms in the country that can meet  the local needs.
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Investment Opportunity:
(3) Establishment of an automated slaughterhouse for frozen poultry

Project Type:
Investment opportunity in the field of animal production

Introduction:

The global poultry market is witnessing continuous growth, as poultry provides a good, healthy and 
low-cost source of protein. With the growth of global population density, and the increase in per 
capita consumption of protein.

The UAE has given the agricultural sector great attention to providing an increasing amount of its 
food needs locally, aiming to achieve food security and diversify economic activity.

The UAE's imports of poultry meat in 2015 amounted to 2.97 billion dirhams, where it does not cover 
11% of the local consumption, according to the data of the commercial farms survey for the year 
2014, also UAE’s  imports of red meat for the year 2011 amounted to 4 billion dirhams.

There are an estimated number of small-scale producers of meat-producing poultry farm, who 
manage to market and sell live chicken to traders looking for fresh poultry meet. The cost of 
producing the chicken is in the range of AED 7 and sold year-round in an average amount of AED 8.5 
with some fluctuations depending on the supply and demand Therefore, the need for need for frozen 
poultry slaughterhouse arise. 

Project goals:

       Encouraging local production of frozen poultry.
       Covering a market gap as there is no frozen poultry slaughterhouse in Abu Dhabi.
       Contributing to achieving food security by promoting the local product.
       Providing white meat throughout the year.
       Supporting small-scale poultry producers.

The impact of establishing the project:

       Facilitating the process of keeping poultry by freezing them in the seasons of high production.
       There is no poultry slaughterhouse specialized in the production of frozen poultry.
       All frozen poultry available in the local market are imported poultry.
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Investment Opportunity:
(4) Production of azolla fodder

Project Type:
Investment opportunity in the field of agricultural production

Introduction:

The animal fodder industry is one of the most important industries, as the production chain relies 
on it as basic inputs for animal production, and due to the high price of fodders, many animal 
breeders are constantly looking for the cheaper, sustainable and quality alternatives.

Azolla plant fodder is used as fodder for egg-producing poultry, livestock fattening, as well as 
rabbitsfish, and ducks, and is replaced with 50% of the concentrated fodder, as it has shown benefits 
in enhancing production in poultry and dairy farms.

It also has great benefits as it is rich in essential amino acids, vitamins (vitamin A, vitamin B12, and 
beta-carotene), stimulating growth mediators and minerals Such as calcium, phosphorous, 
magnesium, potassium and others, moreover the proportion of protein for Azolla plant (30-19%), 
which makes it a good source of protein.

The production cost of the Azolla plant is very low, as it is purchased once and gives life-long 
production. It is also cultivated in shaded  tubs. The first crop is ready within 20-15 days, after which 
it can be harvested daily.

Project goals:

       Meeting  the growing local demand for fodder.
       Contributing to achieving food security by promoting the local product.
       Technology transfer and localization.
       Optimum utilization of resources and spaces.
       Increasing and pushing exports.

The impact of establishing the project:

       Producing fodder locally ensures the stability of the local supply chain and reduces the  
       dependence on imported fodder which is a high risk since prices can fluctuate and go up leading  
       to higher costs on local farmers. 
       Encouraging small producers to raise and produce livestock.
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Investment Opportunity:
(5) Dates by-product factory

Project Type:
An investment opportunity in the field of food processing industries for dates

Introduction:

The date crop from the date palm in the United Arab Emirates is the most important annual food 
crop, and the date palm tree is widespread and distributed in all the emirates of the country. The 
annual production volume exceeds between 700-600 thousand tons, and large quantities are 
exported to various countries of the world - where dates in the largest part or its derivatives in 
smaller quantities.

The quantities of poor-quality dates that are not suitable for human consumption, processing or 
export are estimated at 60-50% of the total production, including post-harvest losses.

Investing these quantities of dates by converting them into sugary and transformed derivatives by 
exploiting the high percentage of sugars which counts to 75-65% of the weight of these dates into 
many industries. These industries has manufacturing techniques and their products are well-known 
in the food manufacturing process, one of them is ethanol alcohol used in the chemical industries 
and  medical products as well as laboratories and alcoholic beverages production and biofuels 
production. Noting that the production of derivatives from fermentation products such as alcohol, 
including medical alcohol currently present in a number of dates producing countries.

The investment opportunity for the transformative industries include: sugar: molasses, soluble liquid 
sugar, glucose sugar, high fructose sugar, and the investment opportunities for the fermentation 
manufacturing industries include: Vinegar, ethyl alcohol, srobitol, methanol, butanol, acetone, citric 
acid, yeasts and enzymes, pectic compounds, caramel.

Whereas the investment opportunity for semi- transformative industries include date paste, 
pressed-dates, chopped dates, date powder, date flakes, date cubes, date biscuits, date wafers and 
date peelings, and for the by-products and input materials (baby food and sweets, breakfast food, 
date balls and rolls, ma'amoul, muffins, date pudding, date ice cream and juice, date bread and date 
cake) and production of fodder from manufacturing waste.

The impact of 
establishing the project:

Providing a market for low-quality 
dates.

Providing new sources of income 
for farmers.

Project goals:

Using low-quality dates in value-added 
transformative industries.

Technology transfer and localization.

Optimum utilization of resources and lands.

Increasing and pushing exports.
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Investment Opportunity:
(6) Vegetable production by horizontal controlled farming system 

Project Type:
An investment opportunity in producing fruits and vegetables 

Introduction:

The idea of the project depends on the cultivation of vegetables in a closed and controlled 
environment (greenhouses).   The benefits of this agriculture method is to help overcome the severe 
weather conditions and to overcome the natural difficulties pertaining to land conditions and to help 
produce crops throughout the year with high quality in the country and contributes to the 
self-sufficiency , with a focus on the following varieties: Tomatoes of all kinds (cherry, big and 
medium), Colored sweet pepper, red and green chili,  hot pepper, kidney bean, cucumber and later 
expanding to plant some types of leave-producing plants such as all kinds of lettuce, parsley and 
coriander.

The agricultural sector is one of the main productive sectors that make up the GDP. A statistical 
database is available showing the number of farms, the areas of agricultural land and all indicators 
that serve the investor. Over the past two decades, the number of agricultural holdings increased by 
38 times, from 634 agricultural land holdings in 1971 to  24,018 farms in 2018, while the area of the 
agricultural lands doubled 33 times, from  22,377 Dunam to  749,868 Dunam during the same 
period. Using the information available from the Statistics Center in Abu Dhabi, it was found that the 
number of greenhouses is constantly increasing, especially  in Al Ain region, which occupies 66% 
compared to Abu Dhabi, which shows the big demand for new agriculture methods.

Project goals:

       Contributing to achieving the country’s self-sufficiency in fresh vegetables.
       Reducing dependence on imports of vegetables.
       Increasing production and achieving a better financial return for the investor.

The impact of establishing the project:

       Transferring, delocalizing, and expanding the technology of Greenhouse horizontal agriculture.
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Investment Opportunity:
(7) Manufacturing tools and equipment related to animal production

Project Type:
Plastic and light metal industries

Introduction:

There are many tools and necessary supplies used in all animal production projects, whether for 
raising livestock and cattles, fattening calves and sheep, improving offspring, raising poultry and 
aquaculture. More than 95% of these supplies are imported from outside the country,  indicating a 
market gap in the manufacture and production of these tools and supplies, which can be divided into 
the following:

•    Tools and supplies for open and closed breeding sheds delivery rooms and fish ponds.
•    Safety and security tools and equipment, whether for farm workers or for farms - such as first  
       aid kits, firefighting equipment and accessories.
•    Tools, equipment and supplies used for breeding and production such as watering cans, milking  
      parlors, troughs,  quarantine, fattening and weaning.
•    Animal health care tools such as hoof clippers, horns.
•    Packaging materials for milk and its derivatives, eggs and meat (plastic or paper)
•    Tools and supplies for detecting pregnancy, increasing fertility and standardizing sex for females  
       and males (ultrasound, pregnancy hormones, vaginal sponges, semen preservation tubes).

Project goals:

       Decreasing the market gap.
       Using modern technologies in manufacturing tools and equipment related to animal production.

The impact of establishing the project:

       Contributing to covering a large gap of the local market needs.
       Supporting small farmers.
       Providing these tools and supplies at prices that compete with the imported ones.
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Investment Opportunity:
(8) Veterinary Medical Products Manufacturing Project

Project Type:
Light supportive industries 

Introduction:

The local market faces a lack of disposable veterinary consumed supplies and tools (used for time 
only) where the largest percentage of these materials is imported from outside the country and from 
different markets in the world. There is a market gap not only in the UAE but in the Gulf States and 
many countries in Africa, where Corona pandemic has proven the urgent need to establish these 
industries to bridge the gap in many countries in the region.
Among these supplies and tools that serve the agricultural sector and food industries are the 
following, which include but not limited to:
•    Coats, overalls, disposable covers for head and foot (shoes),, and face masks.
•    Paper and cotton products that are highly absorbent of liquids.
•    Medical syringes, needles, feeders, and their respective tubes.
•    Medical bandages and medical gauze of various sizes.
•    Gels and oils used in the delivery operations.
•    Syringe tubes, catheters, and special plastic containers for collecting blood, urine and stool  
       samples.  
•    Small fluid pumps.
•    Surgical equipment and supplies.
•    Simple medical solutions.
•    Thermometers.

Project goals:

       Bridging the market gap.
       Attracting and localizing modern technologies.
       Allowing the surplus to be exported to neighboring markets.

The impact of establishing the project:

       Contributing to covering a large gap of the local market needs.
       Reducing purchasing and operations costs.
       Providing these tools and supplies at prices that compete with the imported ones.
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Investment Opportunity:
(9) Potato seed production

Project Type:
Investment opportunity in the production of agricultural inputs

Introduction:

The idea of the project is to produce potato seeds that meet the needs of farmers in the Emirate of 
Abu Dhabi, through the establishment of a laboratory and a farm to produce seed potatoes from 
certified varieties using plant tissue culture techniques. The project is considered a food security 
project, as the potato is a food security crop that can be stored for long periods to meet the needs 
of the consumer.

The project of establishing an enterprise specializing in the production and breed-up of seed 
potatoes in the agricultural fields in Abu Dhabi is feasible since potatoes are one of the weather 
conditions tolerant crops, and suitable for planting in sandy soil conditions in the emirate of Abu 
Dhabi and characterized by good productivity per unit area, in addition to the storage period of up 
to 9 months.

Project goals:

       Producing reliable seed potatoes that are free from pests, especially viral diseases and selling  
       to farmers as being produced by the Emirate of Abu Dhabi.
       Substitution of external import by local production and thus investment of funds inside the  
       country.
       Creating job opportunities and encouraging investment in the production of potato seeds.
       Changing the agricultural pattern in some areas to achieve diversification in production and  
       product availability throughout the year and reducing imports of the same item.
       Enhancing the concept of agricultural sustainability in the agricultural areas in the Emirate of  
       Abu Dhabi.
       Achieving a feasible financial return for the owners of the project.

The impact of establishing the project:

Social Impact:
       Supporting farmers and providing their needs from seeds during planting periods to reduce the  
       hassle of importing.
       Creating farmers specialized in potato production.
       Strengthening the role of the farmer in contributing to the domestic product.
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Project Type:
Investment opportunity in the production of agricultural inputs

The impact of establishing the project:

Economic Impact:
       Providing job opportunities for the local community.
       Investing money inside the country instead of buying seeds from outside the country.
       Increase farmers' income, which enhances the role of the farmer in contributing to the domestic  
       product.

Environmental Impact:
       Ensuring that no new pests enter the country with imported seeds.
       Increasing the agricultural area in the country.
       Preserving the environment by adopting production methods that depend on the integrated pest  
       management system, which will reduce environmental pollution.
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Investment Opportunity:
(10) Livestock tannery (goats and sheep)

Project Type:
Livestock by-products

Introduction:

Tanning is all the processes that take place on natural leather, including treatment, cleaning and 
disinfection, with the aim of removing moisture and hair from it, in addition to grease.

The project is considered one of the important industrial projects that achieve a large return, due to 
introduction of natural products to the markets, which led to a large demand for them; where animal 
skins are disposed of after slaughter in a scientific and practical way, and this mechanism helps in 
preserving the environment.

The volume of leather trade in the Gulf countries has reached $6.2 billion, and the UAE is one of the 
most prominent regional players, since it has imported leather goods worth $2.1 billion in 2016, and 
Saudi imports amounted to $400 million in 2017.

There is a good amount of slaughterhouses operating in the country and specifically the Emirate of 
Abu Dhabi, with almost 3,000 livestock slaughtered on daily bases to meet the red meat daily needs. 
As a result, there are lots of animal skin produced after the slaughtering process which is 
considered as waste and affects the environment since it is difficult to  dispose. Therefore, the 
establishment of a livestock tannery project could have a great economic benefit in addition to its 
environmental benefit.

The leather industry depends on three main steps:
• Preparation of leather before tanning.
• Tanning of leather.
• Processing of leather after tanning.

Project goals:

       Encouraging the local production of leather products.
       Transfer and localization of technology.
       Optimum utilization of resources and lands.
       Increasing and pushing exports.
       The Preservation of the environment.

The impact of establishing the project:

       Leather manufacturing for WET-Blue stage for export.
       Environmental safety and optimum utilization of natural resources.
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Investing in the
agricultural sector



Investing with
Abu Dhabi Agriculture and
Food Safety Authority

Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety Authority, through its investment sector,  seeks to 

stimulate local and foreign capital to invest in projects that contribute to strengthening the food 

security, food industries and the sustainability of the agricultural sector in terms of plants and 

animals, and in partnership with the private sector. The Investment Department works on 

introducing partners and investors to the available investment opportunities and promoting them 

with the aim of developing local investment opportunities through; “entering into partnerships and 

investments with investment funds, investors and the private sector in Agriculture projects, 

supervising investment plans and programs and ensuring their alignment with ADAFSA and the 

government directions.”

The investment sector, through its strategy, aims to:

1) Contribut to the development of the agricultural and food sector.

2) Enhance investment partnerships in the field of agriculture and food.

To achieve these goals, the investment sector performs the following tasks:

- Coordinating with the Abu Dhabi Investment Office to create an investment environment in Abu 

Dhabi and unify government efforts to support and attract investments.

- Encouraging investments and strengthening partnerships with the private sector in agriculture 

and food sector in Abu Dhabi.

- Preparing investment plans and programs aimed at encouraging local and foreign investment 

and ensuring the sustainability and promotion of the investment environment.

- Developing and sustaining the local investment system in coordination with all strategic 

partners, and promoting the emirate as an attractive destination for foreign investments in the 

agricultural and food industries.

- Developing a plan for the development and promotion of investment in the agricultural and food 

sector.

- Following-up and evaluating indicators related to local and foreign investment in the Emirate.

- Representing the Authority and the Emirate of Abu Dhabi in local and international events related 

to agricultural and food investment.

- Recommending incentives and simulation programs and benefits directed towards attracting 

and localizing investment.
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Our partners in
agricultural investment in
the Emirate of Abu Dhabi



The Abu Dhabi Investment Office is working to accelerate the adoption of advanced agricultural 

technology in Abu Dhabi to become a leading center in the field of the agricultural sector. Follow-

ing the recent great success of the agricultural technology program, the office has expanded the 

incentives program by allocating two billion dirhams to support sectors with high potential for 

growth, including the agricultural sector. The new "Innovation Program" provided by the Abu Dhabi 

Investment Office is one of the initiatives of the Ghadan 21 Development Accelerators Program 

launched by the Government of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, and includes financial and non-financial 

incentives worth 2 billion dirhams. During 2020, the office had cooperated with seven innovative 

companies in the agricultural sector with the aim of establishing research and development and 

operational facilities, and implementing advanced agricultural programs in the Emirate of Abu 

Dhabi.

@MohamedBinZayed

@ MohamedBinZayedReplying to
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Investment Office

Provide additional
detailed information

54321

We have adopted a set of incentive packages worth one billion dirhams to attract international 
partnerships that support our efforts in scientific research and development in the field of agricultural 
technology. We look forward to making Abu Dhabi a leading global center for agricultural innovation in 
desert environments.
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Companies involved in agricultural production and food processing industries as potential 
investors.

  Strategic
Partners
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Department of Municipalities and Transport
Agricultural land rental service

Based on the objectives of Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety Authority towards developing a 
sustainable development sector in agriculture, food safety, and animal and plant health 
protection, which contributes to enhancing bio-security and achieving food security, and based on 
the legislations issued by the authority to enhance and promote new farming techniques and 
methods used  in the farm / agricultural lands through defining and organizing the elements of 
agricultural production and applying technical knowledge, leasing farms has been permitted and 
the service of farm leasing to interested parties has been launched.
  
This will contribute to providing the expertise and needed skills to manage the farm / agricultural 
lands and achieve agricultural sustainability in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi and reduce the amount 
of neglected and abandoned farms in the emirate. The service will benefit both the farm owner in 
increasing their income and the lessee, where the later will bring their expertise in the agriculture 
field and revamp the farm to increase the production and market their produce, hence 
contributing to Abu Dhabi governments’ initiatives to food security and promoting local produce. 
 Moreover, Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety Authority and the Department of Municipalities 
and Transport, and in order to regulate the lease of farms/agricultural lands in the Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi and to enable registering and documenting leasing contracts, have developed the following 
process flow that defines each stage of the agriculture land rental and registering service. 
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Agricultural land rental service process flow
(Department of Municipalities and Transport)

Inform the customer and close 
the application 

The system automatically reviews if 
there are any legal restrictions to 

renting.

Choosing the agricultural land to be 
leased by the lessor

Access to the SmartHub by the lessor 
and going to the agricultural land rental 

service

Restrictions

Not approved

Submit Approval/No Objection issued 
by Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food 

Safety Authority

Pay the fees and issue the contract

Review the approval issued

No Restrictions

Approved
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Musataha right is a right in a real estate that allows its owner 
to develop and use a land owned by another party. The 
investment partnership contract with Musataha system is 
similar to the build, own, operate and transfer model applied 
between an investor and a government entity. Musataha 
right allows the investor (the right holder to manage the 
property) to own assets and operate and maintain the 
project for a speci�ed period of time. The musateh may 
construct facilities, rent them, and mortgage the property. 
After the end of the musataha contract duration, the 
ownership of the project assets and land shall return back to 
the government. The right of musataha, outside the 
investment areas, in the emirate can only be granted to 
Emirati citizens and companies wholly owned by them.

A contract whereby the lessor is obligated to enable the 
lessee to bene�t from a speci�c asset for a speci�c period for 
a certain amount.

A contract whereby the owner of the farm leases it to a legal 
entity to use it for agricultural purposes and to practice one 
of the agricultural activities approved by the Authority, 
provided that it is registered with the concerned  
municipality in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi.

They are the food industries, whether they are 
transformative, manufacturing, or complementary to other 
industries - and they are related to: agricultural, animal or �sh 
industries such as canning, drying, production, extraction, 
cooling and preservation.

These are the new agriculture (plantation, livestock and 
�sheries) projects that Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food 
Safety Authority are attracting. These investments are in line 
with the standards that serve the food security scheme in the 
United Arab Emirates in general and the Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi in particular.

These are the opportunities presented throughout this 
manual, which represent a gap in the local market and the 
authority is promoting them. 

These are the lands and facilities owned by Abu Dhabi 
Agriculture and Food Safety Authority and allocated for 
investment.

Musataha contract

Lease 

Farm lease contract 

Industries

Agricultural
Investments

Investment 
Opportunities

Business assets

Definitions
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